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Overall excellence

Senior Chanler
Robinson
competes last
year during the
track season.
As a defending
state champion,
Robinson hopes
an abbreviated
spring

season takes
place. Photo
contributed

Staff seem to have a clear Spring sports season in question
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Overall excellence

The Standard print and online
editions

Demonstrate an understanding of
who their audience 1s, varying the
content and delivery systems for that
information, solid journalism
throughout and breadth of
outstanding coverage.

https://standard.asl.org/coronavirus-
special-edition/

»Standard

CORONAVIRUS SPECIAL

1e American School in London | One Waverley Place | London NW8 ONP U.K.

The coronavirus pandemic has taken the world by storm. In these past few months, the spread of the virus has disrupted communities across the globe — our ASL eagle community included. The school closed March 13, and courses will continue through distance learning for the
foreseeable future.

In these uncertain times, connection is of great value. It is important to hear each other’s stories and reflect on our situation. This hybrid special edition incorporates both online and print aspects to provide insight into the ways, not just the world, but our school specifically, has

been forced to adapt to this new reality.

There are three components to The Standard’s Coronavirus Special.

Below is a timeline of all coverage by The Standard leading up to the closure of school. Scroll through and click on different articles to see what developed.

Along with the timeline, The Standard editors created a 16-page mini-magazine, which would've been distributed in print copies if campus was open. For now, please access the magazine as a linked PDF here, on

Compiling all print articles, as well as an array of online exclusive content, there is a package displayed below the timeline. Click here to view all of the new Coronavirus content.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS LEADING UP TO SCHOOL CLOSURE

The school community returned from February break just as cases started growing in Northern Italy, causing people returning from that region to self-isolate if they showed symptoms.

Coronavirus outbreak: where it stands

Wuhan. The transferral of the virus created an outbreak that has infected over 80,000 people thus far and killed nearly 3000 at the time of writing. As a coronavirus, the symptoms of the disease resemble that of a flu, including a fever,

Seniors grapple with lost f

March/April 2020
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Beginning in December 2019, a new strain of coronavirus, labeled COVID-19, began to infect humans, originating in Wuhan, China. The virus was initially contained within animals, but was transmitted to humans at a meat and fish market in
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Student-athletes adjust training during lockdown

Jonathan Novak
Deputy Editor-In-Chief: Online

ight practices a week consisting of 15

hours in the pool and three hours of
general fitness.

Swimmer Lauren Brantley ('20) had
been exercising at least that much every
week since September.
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looking to try and play at a U.S. university,
and this spring break, he planned to attend
tournaments and visit some of the schools
in which he was interested. But, all of his
plans got canceled.

Like Brantley, Fellows is worried about
taking so much time off tennis, as he is
expecting to be unable to play for at least

three weeks during the government-man-
Aatad larkdram

water, crew isn’t that fun. So, without the
team, it’s sort of hard to maintain the fun
aspect of crew.”

Brantley’s swim team tries to maintain
spirit during these times by having Zoom
calls at 5 p.m. every day, where they either
do exercises and yoga or team bonding ac-
tivities like quiz nights.

Even though she has Zoom calls to sup-
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¢ Have students’ views on the importance of human v
connections been changed by the pandemic?
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at some point, but the abruptness of one
day being at school and everything being
normal and then suddenly hearing we

out for a month and a half was a huge
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“Second semester of your senior year is
the best time of senior year,” he said. “As
someone who's been here since K1, there
were a lot of [aspects of being in Grade
12] I've been told about my whole life ... |
feel sad because | can’t do the things I've
dreamt of doing.”

Cornelius also said one aspect he miss
es most about going to school is the unity
that Bottom O provides.

“Having a space like Bottom O allows
you to get so much closer to your grade,”
he said. “I don’t only get to see my friends
during the breaks between classes, but |
see and hang out with kids in my whole
entire grade. It's funny what you miss
when you don’t have it.”

An extended lockdown becomes more
likely in the UK. as the death toll increas
es. Further Grade 12 traditions such as
the tube photo and graduation could also
be canceled

The prospect of missing out on the typ
ical graduation ceremony at Westminster
Hall is saddening for de Beer. She said her
‘Arr1:ly members were planning to travel to
London to celebrate the event

“I have been thinking about this, and
I'd definitely be really upset because it's
something that I've been looking forward
to my whole life. | don't say this lightly. |
truly mean it,” she said.

Inal quarter

De Beer said one potential option
for graduation discussed during a senior
council meeting was through Zoom,

“[We] were thinking of doing small
break-out rooms in advisory or in friend
groups first just to say a few words, and
for everyone to get to [reflect on] senior
year,” she said. “"We would then all tune
into a live stream where [Principal Devin
Ganeshananthan] would give us a final
speech and a final goodbye.”

However, de Beer would like to “post-
pone rather than cancel” or have a virtual
graduation. A main reason de Beer wants
to postpone graduation is to say goodbye
to her teachers one final time.

“That's the hardest part of this all;
teachers who you don't have classes with
that you would normally just see on a daily
basis,” she said. “Now, there is no way of
getting in contact with them if you don't
have a Zoom meeting.”

Cornelius said he thinks the best form
of saying goodbye to teachers given the
circumstances is by “pursuing the passion
for learning [that) we all have.”

“The best goodbye that we can have
with our teachers is continuing to work
and pursue our academics”
he said ‘“

De Beer

said she

plans to remain

in the U.K. until the

lockdown ends in order

to meet up with her friends
one last time.

’ “I'd wait it out in London un
til | could see everyone because

| think it’s worth it,” she said

Bajpai said she is comforted that
she will keep in touch with her friends

after leaving ASL and knows she will
see them again
“Luckily, a lot of my friends and | are

‘Changed A Lot ‘Changed .Not Changed ‘Not Changed At All

The Standard
The American School in London




Audience awareness

Essential

() The McHenry Messenger

NEWS OPINION v FEATURES SPORTS ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT ABOUT OUR STAFF
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. . . A Opinion: Coronavirus
essential workers 1s timely, well executed

1 ruined my senior year
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https://themchenrymessenger.com/
essential/

Michelene Havard

Though most people are practicing social distancing by working at home, others
considered "essential" still have to head to work every single day, including
students at MCHS. But many teenagers don't feel safe working at the frontlines of a
global pandemic.

The McHenry Messenger
McHenry High School — McHenry, Illinois



Content management

Six Feet Apart But Closer at Heart

Varied presentation across different
platforms and understanding how to play
to the strengths of each.

https://chspvlon.com
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HOW STUDENTS ARE STAYING
CONNECTED DESPITE THE
COVID-19 LOCKDOWN
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HOW STUDENTS ARE STAYING
CONNECTED DESPITE THE
COVID-19 LOCKDOWN

|| story by Sydney Raman

Within the span of just a couple of
months, students' lives were forever
changed. From school sports to prom;
many gleaming high school memories are
no longer in session. A virus that every me-
dia outlet has covered and every one has
heard of, COVID-19 has “paused” the world.

On March 17, Senator Laura Kelly closed
all schools in Kansas further ending the
physical school year. Now, online school
and social distancing is our new normal.
Some students, like junior Sophia Martinez,
still choose to celebrate a few things on
their own, including prom.

Martinez, along with other students, de-
cided that they wouldn't let this negatively
impact their fun and friendships.

“Being able to celebrate, even in the
most simple form, helps someone to
connect with themselves as well as the
people they celebrate with. Celebrating
prom online really boosted my confidence

. %.‘fﬁs;b Select an area to comment on
&5".4%...* A

and helped me maintain a connection to
my friends that | felt | was missing during
quarantine,” Martinez said. “It was a time
that | felt | could be a teenager again despite
being locked up in my house. It was freeing
and gave me a sense that | would be normal
again.”

Martinez and her friends dressed up and
still celebrated the occasion online through
games, went on streaming services that let
you watch movies online together, and even
took “pictures”.

“Well, not all of my friends play Animal
Crossing, but for the ones that did-- we went
on call together and played games and took
pictures together. After that, a couple
of my friends that didn’t get to join got
together and we all watched a movie
on Netflix Party,” said Martinez, “I really
wanted to experience it with as many
friends as | could.”

Martinez firmly suggests that staying
positive in a time like this is crucial.

“Thinking positively during some-
thing as scary as the coronavirus helps
give people a reason to follow things
like quarantine because it gives them
something to look forward to while
being seperated from the rest of the
world,” Martinez said, “Instead of prior-
itizing the negatives, staying positive
makes the situation seem less intimi-
dating.”

Outside of being a high school
student, everyone right now from all
over has to follow the right precautions
during this time.

John Berggren, Salina Regional
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The Pylon

Salina Central High School — Salina, Kansas
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Owning the beat

Flight attendant’s world turned upside
down

PURDED TR ™ S | T ik ks (fTUINID NP A |t 0 s —

Story about an alumna at this high school
provides insight that few professional
outlets have tackled, let alone student
publications. Reveals great situational
awareness/ability to respond quickly to a
tip that this airline professional had ties to
the community and was willing to talk T—
share her perspective.

provided

https:/tribaltribune .org/a-flight-attendants- A flight attendant’s world turned upside down

world-turned-upside-down/

Isabella Spuler, Staff Writer

April 3, 2020

they settled into their seats. Some had facemasks while others covered their hands with gloves. Some
people chose to wipe down their seats while others sprayed disinfectants in the air. Everyone was keeping
their distance.

T he plane was more quiet than usual, more empty than was common. The passengers seemed wary as

Tribal Tribune
Wando High School — Mount Pleasant, South Carolina
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Varied content

&' “% The Tide Sports v
5@;11@@9@ @TheTideSports
In honor of the seniors who may or may not have played

in their last high school game, we decided to do a DAILY
ATHLETE highlight, where we'd feature a different senior

The Tide Sports spring athlete everyday || @RMRocketsAD
2:30 PM - Mar 19, 2020 - Twitter for iPhone

Twitter 1s a perfect medium for this type of 7 Retweets 43 Likes
audience-engagement content. Well O . S N

J
reasoned, well executed and great

. <%~ The Tide Sports @TheTideSports - Mar 19 v

marriage of plattorm and content. 06 Replying to @TheTidesports

Starting off, we have senior Harrison Oehler who plays for both
@RM_HoopsSquad and @RMLax. He will play for Utah Lacrosse next year
and was an integral part of the successful states run for our basketball
team. This spring season would've been his 3rd yr on varsity &' &

https://twitter.com/TheTideSports/status/ @cmo3boys
1240707239586848769

The Tide
Richard Montgomery High School — Rockville, Maryland
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